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This brief survey text tells the story of Buddhism as it unfolds through the narrative of the

Brahmanical cosmology from which Buddhism emerged, the stories and myths surrounding

Buddha's birth, Buddha's path to enlightenment, and the eventual spread of his teachings

throughout India and the world. Jacob N. Kinnard's clear telling of the tale helps students

understand such complex concepts as the natural law of cause and effect (karma), the

birth/life/death/rebirth cycle (samsara), the ever-changing state of suffering (dukkha), and salvation,

the absence of all states (nirvana). Primary documents, illustrations, glossary and biographical

sketches illuminate the extraordinary life and legacy of the man called Buddha. The text's chapters

integrate key pedagogy, including introductions, study questions, textboxes, photos, maps,

suggested readings, and a glossary and timeline.
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